© CAMDEN LOCAL STUDIES AND ARCHIVES CENTRE

A great garden of death
Highgate Cemetery in archive images

Until Friday 21 December 2018
An exhibition at Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre
Holborn Library, 32-38 Theobalds Road, London WC1X 8PA
Open: Monday and Tuesday 10-6, Thursday 10-7, Friday 10-5,
Saturdays 10 & 24 November and 8 December 11-5. Admission free.

A great garden of death
Highgate Cemetery in archive images
It’s difficult for us today, when many Victorian
cemeteries are old and crumbling, to imagine
how new-fangled they were in the early
nineteenth century. Until the 1850s most
burials took place in church graveyards, but
these were not secure and space was limited.
There were regular scandals as the bodies
of the dead were subjected to appalling
indignities. They might be stolen by body
snatchers to provide material for the schools
of anatomy, or be uncovered by rain if they
were buried too close to the surface. They
might simply be dismembered and rearranged
to take up the least possible space.
Something had to be done, and the
idea of civic improvement combined with
the opportunity to make a profit led to the
establishment of private cemetery companies.
Highgate Cemetery promised burial in
a sepulchral garden, so attractive that it
would be a good place for a day out. It was
so popular that ways had to be found to limit
the number of visitors on Sundays, and it was
enormously successful as a burial ground.
Drawing from the collections of the
Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre
and Highgate Cemetery’s own archive,
and supplemented by images from other
collections, this exhibition attempts to
recapture how the Victorians would have seen
Highgate Cemetery.
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